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Abstract

This article examined the definitions and notations of kirakira names by exploring explanations of kirakira names in the past edi-
tion of the “Encyclopedia of Contemporary Words,” which had been uninvestigated in previous research. First, the definition in
the “Encyclopedia of Contemporary Words” contained the component of “low-frequency names,” which is used to broadly define
kirakira names. In addition, it contained the components of “names that deviate from traditions” and “names that are difficult to
read,” both of which are used to narrowly define kirakira names. Nevertheless, it did not contain the component of “names that
are used in positive or neutral contexts.” Second, the term was written as “kirakira name (both in katakana)” in the “Encyclopedia
of Contemporary Words,” which is consistent with the notation in many other representative dictionaries and encyclopedias,
major national newspapers, and academic literature. Overall, the definition and notation in the “Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Words” were consistent with those in previous research, further confirming the validity of the prior findings and indicating that
the necessity of modifying the prior understandings is low. Moreover, this article provides valuable information about when kira-
kira names began to be featured and explained in a representative encyclopedia. The first time when kirakira name was explained
in the “Encyclopedia of Contemporary Words” was in the 2013 edition, published in November 2012. Based on this publication,
the word "kirakira name” was nominated for the “New Words and Vogue Words Grand Prix for 2012." Thus, it shows that, as of
2012, the word kirakira name began to be used widely and commonly in Japanese society.
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